
Chapter 296-155 WAC Part C 
Construction Work Personal Protective and Life Saving Equipment 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAC 296-155-200  General requirements for personal 
protective equipment. 
(1) Supplying personal protective equipment. 

(a) You must use personal protective equipment (PPE) wherever physical contact, 
absorption, or inhalation of a hazard could cause any injury or impairment to the 
function of any part of the body. 
These hazards include: 
• Hazardous processes; 
• Environmental hazards; 
• Chemical hazards; 
• Radiological hazards; or 
• Mechanical irritants. 

Note: PPE includes: 
• Protective equipment for eyes, face, head, hearing, and extremities; 
• Protective clothing; 
• Respiratory devices; and 
• Protective shields and barriers. 

(b) You must maintain PPE in a sanitary and reliable condition. 

Reference: For requirements on maintaining specific personal protective 
equipment (PPE), see the following rules. 

Chapter 296-842 WAC, Respirators; and 
Chapter 296-817 WAC, Hearing loss prevention. 

(c) If employees provide their own protective equipment, then you are responsible to 
make sure the PPE is: 
• Adequate; 
• Properly maintained; and 
• Sanitary. 

(d) All personal protective equipment must be of safe design and construction for the 
work to be performed. 

(2) Minimum clothing requirements. 
(a) You must ensure that employees wear at least: 

• A short-sleeved shirt; 
• Long pants; and 
• Shoes that meet the requirements of WAC 296-155-212, Foot protection. 
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Definitions: 
A short-sleeved shirt covers the top of the shoulder and has material extending down the arm.  
If a short-sleeved shirt has a seam at the end of the shoulder, the material must extend down the 
arm from the seam. 
Long pants have legs that extend past the knee when the wearer stands and leaves no exposed 
skin on the lower leg. 

(b) Where there is a danger of contact with moving parts of machinery, or the work 
process is such that a hazard exists: 
• The clothing of employees must fit closely about the body; 
• Dangling neck wear, bracelets, wristwatches, rings, or similar articles must not be 

worn by employees. 

Note: For additional related requirements see WAC 296-155-205, Head 
protection. 

(3) You must require employees to wear appropriate PPE in all operations where: 

• There is an exposure to hazardous conditions; or 
• WAC 296-155-200, General requirements for personal protective equipment (PPE), 

indicates a need for using such equipment to reduce the hazards to the employees. 
(4) Employees must comply with job safety practices and procedures and PPE requirements 

that are relevant to the job site. 
(5) High visibility garments. 

(a) During daylight hours, when employees’ duties are performed in close proximity to 
moving vehicles, you must make sure that employees wear a high-visibility safety 
vest, shirt, or jacket that is fluorescent yellow-green, fluorescent orange-red, or 
fluorescent red in color.  This garment must always be worn as an outer garment. 

Definition: 
For the purpose of this rule, hours of darkness means from one-half hour before sunset to one-
half hour after sunrise. 

(b) During hours of darkness, when employees’ duties are performed in close proximity 
to moving vehicles, you must make sure that employees wear, at a minimum, a high-
visibility safety vest, shirt, or jacket: 
• Designed according to ANSI/ISEA 107-1999 Class 2 specifications; 
• Worn as an outer garment; and 
• Worn to provide 360 degrees of visibility around the employee. 

Note: A high-visibility garment meets Class 2 specifications if the garment: 
• Has an ANSI “Class 2” label; or 
• Has at least 775 square inches of background material and 201 square 

inches of retroflective material that encircles the torso and is placed to 
provide 360 degrees of visibility around the employee. 
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